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. GENERAL ASPECTS OF THE TRUA WORLD SUMMIT

The Trua World Summit on Traditional Knowledge Related to Biodiversity (Trua TK
Summit) was jointly organized by the International Indigenous Forum on Biodiversity
(IIFB), the Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development of Colombia, the
Permanent Concertation Board (MPC- Mesa Permanente de Concertacion con los
Pueblos y Organizaciones Indigenas de Colombia) and the Indigenous VWomen’s
Biodiversity Network (IVWBN). It was organized in collaboration with the Secretariat of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), and the Fund for the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and

the Caribbean (FILAC).

The Summit was made possible thanks to the generous financial support from the
Government of Germany, through the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development (BMZ), the Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation,
Nuclear Safety, and Consumer Protection, and GIZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fur
Internationale Zusammenarbeit); the Government of Sweden and Swedbio (Stockholm
Resilience Centre, Stockholm University); Nia Tero Foundation; Campaign for Nature;
Bloomberg Philanthropies; and Oregon State University (OSU).

The overall objective of the TRUA TK Summit was to increase the visibility of traditional
knowledge related to biodiversity and the contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local

communities to biodiversity conservation and climate action, in order to achieve the goals
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) and the Paris
Agreement.

The specific objectives of the Summit were:

* Exchange knowledge and experiences on the contributions of traditional knowledge
to biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation and adaptation,

* Development of recommendations for the national implementation of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, and

* Formulation of recommendations on the new programme of work and institutional
arrangements on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the Convention related to indigenous
peoples and local communities, to be considered for its adoption at COP | 6.

The summit was given the name of TRUA which means territory in the language of the
Embera Dobida Indigenous Peoples of the department of Choco, in the Colombian pacific.
The territory represents the harmonious and balanced connection with Mother Nature
through which Indigenous Peoples build and weave their cultural identities, knowledge,
wisdom and practices.



The methodology used at the TRUA World Summit was participatory, including plenary
sessions and working groups where topics related to the elements of the new programme
of work and institutional arrangements on Article 8(j) and other provisions of the
Convention related to indigenous peoples and local communities (POW) and institutional
arrangements on Article 8(j) were addressed, as well as the contribution of traditional
knowledge to biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation.

The working group sessions were conducted under the Chatham House Rule, which
allowed participants to use the information received without revealing the identity or
affiliation of the speakers or other participants. This facilitated the creation of an open

environment that fostered the exchange of ideas and encouraged dialogue among
participants.

As result of the Summit, the recommendations were adopted. This document will be
presented to the Parties and participants in preparation for the Sixteenth Meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (COP [6),
twenty-ninth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (COP 29), and the eleventh session of the Plenary of the
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES

).

A total of 195 participants attended the event, including 34 government representatives: | 7
from Colombia, | from Costa Rica, | from Guatemala, | from Mexico, | from Fiji, | from
South Africa, 4 from Germany, 2 from Sweden, | from Switzerland, 2 from Australia, | from
Norway, and | from Finland. As well, there was representation from different United
Nations (UN) agencies including the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity
(SCBD), the Small Grants Programme of the United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP/SGP) of the Global Environment Facility (GEF), IPBES Technical Support Unit on
Indigenous and Local Knowledge based at UNESCQO, the Indigenous Peoples Unit of FAO,
FAO-REDD+ Latin America and the Caribbean, the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the
Indigenous Peoples Advisory Group of the GEF (IPAG), the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights Colombia, and the Facilitating Working Group
(FWG) of the Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples Platform (LCIPP) of the United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). There was also
representation from non-governmental organizations including the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), Campaign for Nature, the Oregon State University
(OSU), If Not Us then Who!, and Forest Peoples Programme (FPP) and, over a hundred
(100) participants from Indigenous Peoples and local communities. The participation
included representatives from the seven (7) geographic regions and 35 countries in total.
The full list of participants is available on page 82.

2. MAIN RESULTS: RECOMMENDATIONS

The main results were the following recommendations:



2.1. Implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework

In line with the global recognition of the contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities (Decision 15/4 Section C°), the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) have committed to implement the goals and targets of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) at the national and
international level.

Therefore, the following recommendations are made for KMGBF implementation:

* Recognize important roles and contributions of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities as custodians of biodiversity and as partners in its conservation, restoration,
and sustainable use.

* Ensure that the knowledge, including traditional knowledge associated with
biodiversity, innovations, worldviews, values, and practices of Indigenous Peoples and local
communities, are respected, documented and preserved with their free, prior, and
informed consent.

Additionally, regarding the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework (KMGBF) at all levels, no provision should be construed as diminishing or
extinguishing the rights that Indigenous Peoples currently have or may acquire in the future.

2.2. Subsidiary Body on Article 8()) and Other Provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity

It is recommended that the Sixteenth Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (COP 16) establish a Subsidiary Body
onh Article 8()).

The following recommendations are based on the analysis of the Recommendation
WGS8J-12/2° of the Ad Hoc Open-ended Intersessional Working Group on Article 8 (j) and
Related Provisions of the Convention on Biological Diversity (WG8]) on its twelfth
meeting®. These recommendations will be considered under item 14 of the COP |6 on
the implementation of Article 8(j).

Indigenous Peoples and local communities conserve the planet’s greatest biodiversity. To
ensure that the Convention meets its objectives and that the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) is effectively implemented, it is recommended to create
a high-level institutional space: A Subsidiary Body on Article 8(j) and Other Provisions of
the Convention on Biological Diversity Related to Indigenous Peoples and Local
Communities (SB8j) to advise the Conference of the Parties and other subsidiary bodies.

2More information at https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-15/cop-15-dec-04-en.pdf
3More information at https://www.cbd.int/doc/recommendations/wg8j-12/wg8j-12-rec-02-en.pdf
4 More information at https://www.cbd.int/meetings/WG8J-12



The establishment of a SB8j will contribute to:

* Create a circular dialogue space between Indigenous Peoples and local communities
and the Parties to the CBD to address issues in depth.

* Enhance coordination with other international organizations and processes working
on traditional knowledge, such as the WIPO, FAO, UNESCQO, IPBES, and UNFCCC, among
others. The SB8j should act as a bridging entity between international organizations
working on traditional knowledge issues, like FAO, WIPO and IPBES, fostering more
effective synergies and strengthening policies for the protection of traditional knowledge.

* Highlight the contributions of traditional knowledge to biodiversity conservation,
both international and national levels.

* Recognize and protect traditional knowledge systems and their value in global and
national biodiversity management.

* Create a space for dialogue between diverse knowledge systems.

* Establish mechanisms for ongoing exchange and dialogue between Indigenous
Peoples, local communities and governments by promoting respectful interactions. This
space would address the discussion of critical issues such as the contribution to
biodiversity conservation of actions such as land and territory protection, focusing on the
complementarity between different knowledge systems.

 Empower Indigenous Peoples and local communities to effectively contribute to

decision-making processes with regard to biodiversity management at both international
and local levels.

» Strengthen the direct representation of Indigenous Peoples and local communities
by enhancing the necessary conditions for their active and continuous participation in SB8S,;.
This would ensure that their knowledge, proposals and arguments are heard directly in
biodiversity decision-making processes.

* Improve articulation, coordination, synergies, and complementarity with other CBD
subsidiary bodies, such as the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical, and Technologica
Advice (SBSTTA) and the Subsidiary Body on Implementation (SBI). In this regard, the SB8]
will address in-depth topics not covered by other bodies, such as the contribution of lands
and territories to biodiversity conservation (Target 3 of the Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework), and indicators for traditional knowledge, among other issues.

* Focus on biodiversity conservation in Indigenous and Traditional Territories (ITTs).
The SB8j should analyze and recognize indigenous lands and territories as essential for
biodiversity conservation. This should be thoroughly addressed, emphasizing Target 3 of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.
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